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BEFORE THE
MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Re: The Development of Deaveraged
Rates for Interconnection and
Unbundled Network Elements
and Related Issues

Docket No. 2000-AD-42

ORDER

On January 21, 2000, the Commission established this docket for the
purpose of identifying a minimum of three (3) geographical areas within the
State of Mississippi which reflect geographical differences because of high
density or customer concentration to establish rates for the deaveraged
interconnection and unbundled network elements (“UNEs”), and to address all
related issues. The time in which the Commission must accomplish these goals
is limited by the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”), which has
determined that the rule found in 47 C.F.R. 51.507(f), must be implemented no
later than May 1, 2000. That rule requires siate commissions to establish
different rates for UNEs in at least three defined geographic areas within the
state to reflect geographic cost differences. |

On March 31, 2000, BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. (“BellSouth”),
AT&T Communications of the South Central States, Inc. and MC| WorldCom,
Inc. filed a Joint Stipulation Regarding UNE Deaveraging (the “Stipulation”). The

other parties to this docket notified the Commission that, although they had not



signed the Stipulation, they did not oppose it. The Stipulation establishes
deaveraged UNE rates and rates for certain UNE combinations (hereinafter
collectively referred to as “deaveraged UNE rates”) for BeliSouth
Telecommunications, Inc. in Mississippi to be effective May 1, 2000 and to
remain in effect until modified by future Commission decision. The stipulated
rates are based on the statewide average rates established by the
Commission’s August 18, 1998 Order in Docket No. 97-AD-544.

The Commission finds that the methodology and the results of the Joint
Stipulation regarding UNE deaveraging are reasonable and non-binding on
future decisions and that, given the applicable time constraints, the stipulated
UNE rates and rates for certain UNE combinations should be adopted until such
time as the Commission’s investigation into these issues is concluded.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT:

1. The rates contained in the Joint Stipulation, attached hereto and
incorporated herein, are the deaveraged UNE rates for BellSouth in Mississippi
effective May 1, 2000.

2. A copy of this Order shall be served upon the FCC as
demonstration of compliance with the deaveraging rule.

Chairman Nielsen Cochran voted ;. Vice-Chairman Michael

Callahan voted &ir;,..i ; Commissioner Bo Robinson voted %



SO ORDERED on this the@@/f?g day of W , 2000.

MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

NIEL§EN COCHRAN, CHAIRMAN

MICHAEL CALLAHAN, VICE CHAIRMAN

¢

BO ROBINSON, COMMISSIONER

Executivé Secretary /




MAR 3 1 2009
Inre:

THE DEVELOPMENT OF DEAVERAGED

RATES FOR INTERCONNECTION AND

. UNBUNDLED NETWORK ELEMENTS AND
- RELATED ISSUES

Docket No. 2000-AD-42

N N N N s
@
Qo
>

JOINT STIPULATION REGARDING UNE DEAVERAGING

THIS JOINT STIPULATION (“Stipulation™) is entered into by and among the following
parties (‘“Parties™): BellSouth Tglecommunications, Inc. (“BellSouth”); AT&T Communications of
the South Central States, Inc. (“AT&T”’); and MCI WorldCom, Inc. (“MCIW”).

WHEREAS, the Federal Communicatio‘ns Commission (“FCC”) has announced that its
stay of Rule 51.507(f) (the FCC’s "Deaveraging Rule") will be lifted effective six months from the
date of the release of its Order Regarding New Mechanism for ngeral Universal Service High
Cost Support Provided to Non-Rural Carriers (CC Docket No. 96-45), which Order was released
November 2, 1999, thus lifting the stay of the FCC’s Deaveraging Rule on May 1, 2000; and

WHEREAS, the FCC’s Deaveraging Rule provides in part that "State commissions shall
establish different rates for elements in at least three defined geographic areas within the state to
reflect geographic cc;st differences"; and

WHEREAS, the Parties do not Believe that it is possible to conclude a proceeding to
establish permanent cost-based deaveraged unbundled network element (“UNE”) rates in
Mississippi by the date the stay of the FCC’s Deaveraging Ruie is lifted; and

WHEREAS, the Parties are willing to agree and stipulate to a plan for UNE rate
deaveraging to avoid the necessity for the Mississippi Public Service Commission (“Commission”)

to seek a waiver of the FCC’s Deaveraging Rule; and



‘WHEREAS, this Stipulation is the result‘ of a compromise agreemeﬂt reached betweén the |
Parties in order to accomrhodate the pending FCC deadline, and is not intended to set a precedent
for the resolution of any issue related to UNE rates in this or any other proceeding.

NOW THEREFORE, the Parties agree as follows:

1. Thié,—Stipulation establishes deaveraged UNE rates and rates for certain UNE
combinations (hereinafter collectively referred to as “deaveraged UNE rates”) for BellSouth in
Mississippi, which are set forth in Attachment A to this Stipulation. The rates set forth in
Attachment A are based on the statewide average rates established by the Commission’s
August 18, 1998, Order in Docket No. 97-AD-544.

2. The deaveraged UNE rates in this Stipulation will take effect on May 1, 2000
~ (unless the effective date of the lifting of the stay of the FCC’s Deaveraging Rule is changed by the
FCC or court of competent jurisdiction, in which case the revised date established will control).
These rates will remain in effect until they are replaced by pennénent deaveraged UNE rates
established in this or any other Commission proceeding. The deaveraged UNE rates in this
Stipulation will be available to parties that have an interconnection agreement with BellSouth. As
between the Parties who are signatories to this Stipulation, the above-mentioned effective dates
shall have the effect of a Commission order and will not be delayed pending formal amendment of
the Parties' individual interconnection agreements. The deaveraged UNE rates in this Stipulation |
will not be subject to true-up in the event such rates are replaced by permanent rates résulting from
this or any other Commission proceeding. |

3. Nothing in this Stipulation shall establish any precedent for the Commission's
resolution of any issue in this proceeding or in any other prciceeding addressing the issue of UNE
rates. In any proceeding before the Commission, each Party is free to advocate any position with

respect to all such matters pertaining to the issue of UNE rates.
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4. This Stipulation will be submitted to the Commission for approval as soon as it is
executed by the Parties.

5. If this Stipulation is not accepted by the Commission in its entirety and without
modification, it shall have no further force and effect and shall not be admissible for any purpose
- in any further prdcéédings in this docket, any appeal or other judiciai proceedings related to this
docket, or any future judicial or regulatory proceedings.

6. Each Party agrees that if this Stipulation is approved, it will not challenge in any
forum: (i) the deaveraged UNE rates set forth in Attachment A, (ii) the period during which the
rates are in effect, or (iii) the absence of deaveraged UNE rates for any elements not included on
Attachment A. This Stipulation does not affect‘ or prejudice the position of any party in any
pending judicial or administrative proceeding relating to the level of any existing average or
deaveraged loop rate and/or the appropriateness of the cost methpdology used to establish any such
rate. Nothing in this Stipulation shall prevent any party from pursuing or opposing, at any time, in
any proceeding, any issues concerning universal service funding, rate rebalancing, recovery of
stranded costs, or other actions which may impact UNE and retail rates.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Stipulation on the dates set forth
next to their respective signatures. |

>
SIGNED THISS' DAY OF MARCH, 2000.

YU (e I~

John M. McCullouch

175 East Capitol Street
790 Landmark Center
Jackson, Mississippi 39201
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Bennett L. Ross

Suite 4300

675 W. Peachtree Street, NE
Atlanta, Georgia 30375

Counsel for
BellSouth Telecommunications Inc.

|

s L. Halford '
GRANTHAM GROWER & HEWES
00 Trustmark Bldg. ,

248 E. Capitol Street
Jackson, MS 39201

Jim Lamoureux

AT&T Corp.

1200 Peachtree St., N.E.
Atlanta, Georgia 30309

Counsel for AT&T Communications
of the South Central States, Inc.

Santer ) it _

Stanley Q. Smith

WATKINS, LUDLAM, WINTER & STENNIS, P.A.
633 North State Street

Jackson, Mississippi 39202

Kennard B. Woods

MCI WorldCom

LAW AND PUBLIC POLICY
Concourse Corporate Center Six
6 Concourse Parkway, Suite 3200
Atlanta, Georgia 30328

Counsel for MCI WorldCom, Inc.



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, James L. Halford, one of the attorneys of record for AT&T Communications of the South
Central States, Inc., hereby certify that on this the 31* day of March, 2000, I caused to be hand-
delivered the original and fourteen (14) copies of the above and foregoing Joint Stipulation Regarding
UNE Deaveraging to Brian U. Ray, Executive Secretary, Mississippi Public Service Commission, 19*
Floor, Walter Sillers Building, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, and have hand-delivered one copy of said
_ motion to George M. Fleming, General Counsel, Mississippi Public Utilities Staff, 17" Floor, Walter
Sillers Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.

I have further caused to be hand-delivered or mailed by U.S. mail, postage prepaid, a true and :
correct copy of said Motion to the following:

Virginia Tate, Esq. Raymond G. O’Neal, III, Esq.
AT&T P. O. Box 6978
1200 Peachtree Street, N.E. Fulton, Mississippi 38843
Suite 8100 ’
Atlanta, Georgia 30309 : John M. McCullouch, Esq.

’ 175 East Capitol Street
Stanley Q. Smith, Esq. 790 Landmark Center
Watkins Ludlam Winter & Stennis, P.A. Jackson, Mississippi 39201
633 North State Street
P. O. Box 427

Jackson, Mississippi 3925-0427

This the 31* day of March, 2000.

i//%w

es L. Halford
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AYTACHMENT A

PROPOSED DEAVERAGED RATES FOR UNE LOOPS AND COMBINATIONS
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